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2vel of Care Increases In Village TP SW|m Club s Lap Pool To Open On Schedule
'ith EEJAD Paramedic Coverage

Council agreed joining Fairfax,
fison Place and Columbia Town-
vinthe Eastern Emergency Joint
sulance District increases the
i of EMS care and fire coverage
he village. Safety Committee
irman Rusty Wilson reported
new agreement would provide
village a higher level of para-
fic care and give Terrace Park’s
inteer fire and EMS personnel
fitional run experience.

EEJAD will provide Terrace
k with 24 hour back up para-
dic coverage for $15,000 annu-
and daytime fire coverage free
harge. Terrace Park EMS volun-
s will now respond to all runs
t of the Newtown Bridge, and
IAD will respond with paramed-

The area east of Newtown
ige will be jointly covered eve-
3s and weekends by Terrace
k and EEJAD fire fighters. Wil-
'noted the cost is not as impor-
t as the level of care which is
eased by this agreement. Ter-
2Park had previously contracted
1 Milford for fire coverage for
D00 a year.

Village employees agreeing to
"a PPO, which reduces their
ibility and slightly increases their
luctible, will save Terrace Park
D00 annually in health insurance
erage. Finance Chairman Tim
wn noted pre-existing condi-
s are not affected as the village
taying with Guardian Insurance.

Brown reported the village has
5 mill levy expiring in May . The
isionto putalevy on November’s
lot must be made by Aug. 21.
wn explained the village would
e had to pay the entire cost of

May election if it placed a levy
the ballot then.

The saga continues. Culvert
i bridge repair on EIm continue
be delayed by ODNR requests
moreinformation. Councilmem-
'Dan Startsman voiced his dis-
asure with ODNR, saying, “It's
ir bridge, but we have to pay for
Council passed a resolution of
nt to award a contract pending
isions of ODNR. Representing
vage Walker and Assoc., the vil-

e engmeenng firm, George Kipp-

. “We're lucky the contractor
.n t backed out of it since it was
as a winter project.”

Council accepted Lanie
ever's proposal from the Gar-
 Club to contract with Nature’s
y to clean up the hillside on
race Place and Elm for $614 and
area directly across from the

P Garden Club
\nnual Plant Sale

The Terrace Park Garden
ub hosts its annual plant sale
ay 9 and 10 on the Village
reen, rain or shine. Many
Inging baskets and annuals
Il be for sale, just in time for
other’s Day. All pre-orders
ustbe picked up at this time.
ease support your commu-
ty - come to the TP Plant
2le! Karen Ballinger (831-
'84) can answer any ques-
ns.

Post Office down to New St. for
$981.45. Proceeds from the Gar-
den Club’s house tour and plant
sale lastyear will pay forthe projects
for one year.

Mayor Jennifer Comfort pro-
claimed Apr. 25 National Arbor Day
when the Garden Club will give each
first grader at Terrace Park Elemen-
tary School a yellow wood sapling.

Council approved paying
Davey Tree $1,595 for planting 13
trees in the village right of way and
two at the Log Cabin. Council also
approved $800 for the Terrace Park
Recreation Committee's Summer
Fun program. A $7,848 contract
with Pioneer Concrete for sidewalk
work was also authorized by Coun-
cil Terrace Park residents Antoni
Gambetta and George Kipp, Jr. will
return to work on the sidewalks this
summer.

John Finnigan will follow up on
Rumpke's offer to charge $1 per
household for picking up yard waste,
which is now allowed by a change
in Ohio law.

In other action Council autho-
rized the state of Ohio to study
traffic on Wooster Pike and had the
first reading of an ordinance autho-
rizing contempt of court fines for
no-shows at Mayor’s Court. Police
ChiefBob Baconnotedlast month's
docketincluded 83 people, but only
22 people appeared in court.

Milford’s retired Chief of Police
Dan Chilton was sworn in as an
auxiliary officer. Chief Bacon ex-
plained that Chief Chiltonis retiring
April 30 after 33 years of service,
which includes police chief of
Fairfax and Milford. Councii also
agreed to sponsor David Boehm as
a new recruit to the Police Acad-
emy.

Wanted InTerrace Park
For “Smash And Grab”

Terrace Park Police Chiefwarns
village residents to be on the look
out for a slender ,young man in his
twenties that resembles the above
artist’s rendering. He is wanted for
theft, which was a “smash and grab”
at 10:50 a.m. on April 17 in Terrace
Park. After breaking the car window
and grabbing a purse, the black
male, with medium skin, close
cropped hair and a two to three
weeks growth of beard and mus-
tache, was seen heading west on
Park towards Wooster Pike. He
was wearing dark clothing and pos-
sibly alight weightjacket. After grab-
bing the purse he entered a later
model, gold Pontiac Fiero which

Construction of Terrace Park Swim Club’s new lap pool ( above) is a little ahead of schedule and will be
open Memorial Day weekend. The landscaping, however, may not be completed which could create alittle
mud. The new lap pool provides abetter practice areafor the swim team and a quieter swim area for adults
without childrenresulting inless crowdingin both pools. The dirtremoved to create the new pool was used
to build a berm, creating a natural bleacher stand for swim meets. The membership. limited to 350 and
now at 324, voted over nine to one in favor of the project. The construction, costing close to $425,000,
should be completed without an assessment.

Supreme Court Effects

On Mariemont Unknown

Superintendent Gerry Harris
said heand districttreasurer Natalie
Lucas will attend a seminar this
week in Columbus to explore the
possible effects of the Supreme
Court’s 4-3 decision declaring Ohio
schools unconstitutional. Little is
known at this point as the
Governor's Task Force has just be-
gun its weekly meetings.

Harris did tell board members
at their April 15 meeting that the
court’s instructions appear to be
favorableto districts like Mariemont.
The decision required legislators to
avoid Robin Hood funding by tak-
ing funds from wealthier districts to
pay for poorer ones. The decision
also said districts should be able to
pass additional levies if they wished.

Mariemont got more good
news this month as its seniors
placed third in the state in passing
all sections of the 12th grade Profi-
ciency Test.

Continuing to spend district
funds conservatively, due to the
Swallens closing and decrease in
state formula funding, the board
did not renew the contracts of the
non-tenured classroom aids. They
will be hired back on a seniority
basis, as the district is more certain
of its financial status.

The board also honored Ter-
race Park residents for their contri-
butions to the school district. Ter-
race Park Elementary Principal Jerry
Sasson presented plagues to Kim
David , David Troiler, Susan Amis,
Terre Voegeli and John Wenstrup.
David’s contributions incilude OM,
the Pumpkin Festival and class-
room volunteering. Troller was hon-
ored for his efforts in caring for the
building while running the basket-
ball program. Amis and Voegeli cre-
ated the junior high’s first year book
and Wenstrup wrote, directed and
performed in “Return of the Pod
People” to raise funds for the fine

Improvements to the existing poolincluded deepening the diving area
and adding a one meter board, with no change in insurance costs.
Making the pool (above) handicapped accessible, the club installed a
ramp going down the east end of the pool. Semi-circular steps were
added at the end of the pool near the tennis courts. Construction also
includes additional concrete work and decking near the concession
stand and a new entrance between the pool and the tennis courts.
Tennis co-chair Randy Phillips reported Jerry Howard will return to
direct the tennis program. Mike Fry, who was assistantmanage of The
Beach last year, will manage the Terrace Park pool this summer. For
the first time, this year the concession stand will be leased to Katy
Barnhill.

Terrace Park Valuables Are Not
Recreational Safe In The Hospital
Fall Soccer Sign-Up Police Chief Bob Bacon re-
minds residents to leave their
Saturday’ May 17 valuables at home, not to take
9 a.m. to Noon them with you if you have to go to
TP Elementary Cafeteria the hospital. An elederly Terrace
Questions? Park resident had thousands of
. dollars in checks stolen from her
Call Theresa Bain roomwhen she was recently hos-

831-2032 1 pitalized



Mariemont Needs Coaches

The Mariemont schools need a
girl’s varsity soccer coach, a girl's
assistant varsity basketball coach
and seventh and eighth grade vol-
leyball coaches for the 1997-98
school year. If interested, contact
Jeff Watterson, athletic director at
271-8310.

Terrace Park Newcomers
Tour Microbreweries May 17

The Terrace Park Newcomers
aresponsoringaMicrobrewery Tour
and Sampling Sat., May 17. The
group will test samples and hors
d’oeuvres at three of Cincinnati's
finest microbreweries. Buses will
leave Terrace Park at 6:15 p.m. and
return at midnight.

The cost is $20 per person be-
fore May 3 and $22.50 per person
May 3-9. Discover the latest in
brews and explore the fascinating
Main Street area of downtown GCin-
cinnati hassle free! Contact Kathy
McKeown (248-4345) for more in-
formation.

Country Day Holds
Auction May 10

Cincinnati Country Day School's
annual fund raising auction will be
held on the school campus May 10.
The theme of this years Country
Date is The Past, The Present, The
Promise, which emphasizes the
importance of parents and teachers
in the lives of children as they grow
to meet the future.

Terrace Park resident Lanie
Greveris working on the acquisitions
committee which secures donations
for the auctions.

Garden Club Hosts
May 6 Luncheon

Planto attend the Terrace Park
Garden Club’s luncheon and meet-
ing May 6 at noon in the Community
Building. New officers will be in-
stalled and table decorations will
be judged. The hostesses will be
the outgoing board members. For
reservations call Jane Allan (831-
3943).
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Teenie Beanie Babies Can Make a Meal Happy!
Terrace Park children picnicking in the front yard of the elementary
school April 11 didn’t even notice the cool temperatures. They may
not have even noticed their lunches. They had seven of the Teenie
Beanie Babies McDonalds starting packing that morning in its Happy
Meals. The plush little animals stuffed with polyvinyl chloride pellets
are a smaller version of the Teenie Beanies introduced in 1994 by Ty
Inc. The TP picnickers proudly show off their Teenie Beanies, includ-

ing Patti Platypus and Pinky Flamingo.

TP EMS Seeks Volunteers

The Terrace Park Emer-
gency Medical Serviceis look-
ing for people interested in
joining the corps of EMT’s that
currently provide Terrace Park
with 24 hour emergency medi-
cal care. Day and evening
classes are available starting
in May. Please contact Maggie
Tobergte (831-7166) or Connie
Wilson (831-8288) for further
information. YOU can make a
difference!

Dulcimer Workshop, Concert

Set For 26th in Terrace Park

The Cincinnati Dulcimer Society’s
“Continuing Education and Con-
cert Series” presents dulcimer
teacher and performer Lois
Hornbostel Apr. 26 at the Terrace
Park Community House. The con-
cert begins at 8 p.m. with admis-
sion $5 and children under 12 ad-
mitted free.

The 10 and 11:30 a.m. workshop
features Jam Session Primer and
Repertoire for Mountain Dulcimer
addressing players of all skill levels,
while the 1 and 2:30 p.m. work-
shops with Flatpicking and
Crosspicking are suggested for in-
termediate and advanced players.
Workshops are $15 each. For more
information and workshop reserva-
tions contact Nan Cook (752-0136)
or Jean Ruwe ( 871-5395).

TP Swim Club Organizes
Diving and Swim Teams

Terrace Park Swim Club is re-
cruiting members 18 and under
to join the new diving team.
Renovations to the diving well
are complete and a one meter
board will soon be installed. The
diving Coach will be Steph
Hogue.

Anyone interested in joining
the swim team or the new diving
team please contact Laura
Colston (831-6321) or Julie Mor-
gan (248-1488).

Fifth Grade Team Places
Second in OM Regionals

Bringing back an OM trophy for the Terrace Park Elementary show-
case are, from left, Kevin Mealy, Brooke Richart, Sandy Buban, Zach
Smith, Patrick McCormack and Jessica Pardue.

Terrace Park Elementary School’s fifth grade team took second place
at the Odyssey of the Mind Regional Competition March 15 at Glen Este
High School. The team’s long term problem, which they started working
on in November, was Double Trouble, a balsa wood structure with two
sections. Terrace Park’s structure held the ten pound crusher and an
additional ten pound weight before it twisted. The team noted it just
needed more reinforcement on the side as the structure never actually

broke.
The spontaneous problem, which they hear for the first time at the

competition requires fast and creative thinking on your feet. Terrace
Park’s problem was to suggest ways to move a cup of hot chocolate
without touching it. One of their many solutions was to place a crane on
a pink elephant’s back to move the cup. The team explained their coach
Terry Pardue had told them to think of a pink elephant when they run out
of ideas and something will just naturally pop into their head. Pardue was
assisted by Brett Richart in coaching team members Jessica Pardue,
Brooke Richart, Kevin Mealy, Patrick McCormack, Zach Smith and sixth
grader Sandy Buban.

Kim David served as the OM co-ordinator for Terrace Park’s seven
teams. Cindy Rix coached Kindergartners Josie Rix, Parker Bell, Stewart
Kerr, Emily David, Molly Umbarger, Luke Schneider and Gabrielle Smith.
First graders Eric Smith, Tess Pendery, Chris Porst, Drew Troller, Natalie
Helmrich and Ellie Date were coached by Kelley Smith.

The two second grade teams included Caroline David, Spencer
Cowan, McKenzie Bell, Henry White, Julieanne Smith and Sam Hyer
coached by Scott David and his assistant Missy Cowan and Sarah Donley,
Paige Dolan; Blythe Pardue, Meredith Brown, David Bittner, Johnathan
Olson and Evan Kokoruda coached by Mark Donley and his assistant Jack
Brown.

Holly McCormack assisted by Catherine Ryall, coached third graders
Anne McCormack, Julie McCormack, Christina Ryall. Maeve McGoff,
Jane Lindahl, Hayley Porst and Shane Smith. Isobel Date coached fourth
graders Alice Date, Aiden Williams, Jamie Sullivan, Dayna Wood and
Lauren Rix.

1988 -1995.

PROFESSIONAL
GROUNDS MANAGEMENT
SOCIETY

* 21 years experience

Camargo Landscape

Full Service Landscape Design &

* Certified Arborist — International
Society of Arboriculture.

* Ohio Certified Landscape Technicians on staff.

* State Licensed Turf and Plant Material
Fertilizer and Insecticide Applicators on staff. *

* Greater Cincinnati Civic Beautification — Three First Place
Awards & two Laurel Awards.

* City of Blue Ash — Eight consecutive First Place Awards, )

* Towne Properties — “Best Landscape Award,” 1991
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SMITH’S

* Guaranteed Landscape Design and Installation,
customized to your lifestyle.

* Spring Cleanup: includes planting bed debris removal, mulch
installation and horticulturai pruning to promote plant heaith
and vigor.

* Scheduled Mowing Program.

* Timber Bed and Deck Construction.

* Paverstone installation.

CERTIFIED
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ARBORIST

Lawn Fertilizer Program.

* Liquid Pressure Soil Injection Deep Root Feeding of Trees.

* Scheduled Landscape Maintenance Program.

Insect Control Applications to Plantings.

Lawn Renovation and Core Aeration.

752-5354

Grounds Maintenance

OHIO
CERTIFIED
NURSERY

TECHNICIAN
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Letter to the Editor

Spirit of Volunteerism
Impresses TP Resident

To the Editor:
| am continuously amazed and
impressed with the spirit of
volunteerism that is found at all
levels in our community. As a father
ofthree, | would like to publicly offer
my appre0|at|on to all of those who
so generously give of theirtime and
talents to coach, lead, mentor and
just be there for our kids.
if 1 had to single out one such

volunteer, | would tip my hat to Dan
Dever. Dan has areal gift for coach-
ing. | have watched Dan over the
past two years and have been
amazed at his ability to take agroup
of kids and mold them into a team.
At the end of each season, every
child seems to end up as a better
athlete and as a better team player.
in addition, the kids are gaining first
hand knowledge of a very basic
concept - hard work and discipline,
whether on the ball diamond, inthe
classroom, or in the world of work-

leads to success.

Thank you Dan, and all the others

for caring about our kids.

Dennis Glaser

Floral Avenue

Woman’s Club Features

Houses In May Display

The houses of Rugby Avenue
and the Robinwood-Circus Place
area will be featured atthe Memorial
Day display of the Woman’s Club
House Survey. The event will be at
the Community House and will be
open afterthe ceremony atthe green
until 4 p.m.

Rugby Avenue was chosen
because there is a wide variety of
houses- from pre-1900’s to the
1950’s and 1960’s. There is also a
Pease pre-cut, a Gunnison pre-fab,
and the popular '50’s Better Homes
& Garden plan. Other Gunnison’s
and BH&G’s in the village will be
identified also.

Circus Place was chosen
because of interest in the old
Robinson house and the circus lore
surrounding it.

The House Survey Committee
plans to feature Pease houses at its
Labor Day exhibit and asks those
who live in one to help by filling out
a survey form.

Survey forms for any house in
Terrace Park are available from
Carol Cole (831-6771).

Mariemont Describes

Intra- District Policy

The Mariemont City Schools
District will outline its Intra-district
school policy at its annual policy
meeting May 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the
Junior High Library. The district will
explain how students may select
which school in the district they
wish to attend.

Village Views

Deadline

The deadline for the next issue of
Village Views s the second Tues-
day of the month. Anyone wish-
ing to submit an article may send
ittothe editor at 107 Marian Lane.
All letters to the editor must be
signed.

Village Views Staff
Editor:
Ricki Schmidt 831-5708
Contributing Editor:
Ellis Rawnsley
Contributors:
Cyndy Finnigan
Marilynne Chapman
Elinor Winchester
Sandy Wittman-Shell
Kris Burbank
Business/Advertising Mgr:
Denise Hall
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Scout Masters Tim Harth , right, and David Lewis present second
grader Nick Croswell of Den 12 with the champion’s trophy as his car
was the fastest of 75 entries in the March 23 Pinewood Derby held at
the Terrace Park Elementary gym. Sportsmanship was stressed with
reminders to abide by the rules, have positive attitudes for teams as
well as winning and losing. Contest winners included: Tyler Glaser,
silliest car; David Dillman, most realistic; Erik Rugh, best paint job;
George Heffner, the most creative.

Fourth grader Chris McGoff shows off his “third fastest” car to Sam
Amis, left and Erik Debbink, right. This year’s Pinewood Derby was
organized by Pat McGoff, with lots of help from David Lewis, Keith
Groppe and Riley Hummler. These photographs were taken by Joddy

Scouts Race In Style
At TP Pinewood Derby

Fifth grader Doug Fletcher watches his second place winning car
come down the track with his dad, Steve, and brother Grant. Den
winners for the fastest cars included: fifth graders Kyle Hynden, Den
8, and Kevin Mealy, Den 9; fourth graders Ben Schneider, Den 7, and
Robbie Cottrell, Den 3; third grader Bradley Carman, Den 2; second
graders Evan Kokoruda, Den 11, and David Bittner, Den 13; and first
graders Grant Koszycki, Den 1, and Will Kippens, Den 2.

Makeup:

—

Parry.
High Tea To Follow

Evensong April 27

The St. Thomas Choir of Menand
Boys are hosting an English High
Tea featuring proper British scones
in the Church Undercroft following
the April 27 Evensong which begins
at 4 p.m. The Sunday afternoon
Evensongis opento the public with-
out charge, while the High Tea is
given as a fund-raiser with an ad-
mission charge of $10 per adult and
$5 per child.

The ensemble’s 20 boys meet
several times a week, including a
weekly intergenerational rehearsal
withthe 16 men, who sing the lower
choral parts. Many of the boys, who
range in age from eightto 13, come
from Terrace Park. The choir’'s men
come for the entire metropolitan
area. The Choir continues to wel-
come new members in both the
boysand men’s sections. Boyseight
and older, with unchanged voices,
are admitted on the basis of natural
inclination towards singing, with no
previous experience necessary.
Men with choral experience are in-
vited to audition in the counter-
tenor, tenor and bass sections. For
further information contact the
Choir’s director, Charles Olegar at
831-2052.

Terrace Park Police
Sponsor Skate Night

The Terrace Park Police joined
the departments from Fairfax and
Mariemont in sponsoring an
evening of skating for middle
schoolers at Castle Skateland in
Loveland April21. The Village Views
apologizes for not publicizing the
event but loosing everything on the
paper’'s computer hard drive

"Everybody Counts"

Needs Materials

The Everybody Counts
Committee of the Terrace Park
Elementary School PTA is ask-
ing the community’s assistance
in accumulating its own materi-
als. Anyresidentwhohasayouth
or adult size walker or a hearing
aid that they are no longer using,
please take it to the elementary
school office.

Sounds of Sousa Band
Presents Benefit Concert

Terrace Park residents Jack
and Joyce Van Wye are members of
the Sounds of Sousa Band which is
presenting the Stars and Stripes
Benefit ConcertMay 11 at 3 p.m. in
therecently restored Memaorial Hall.
Tickets ranging from $10 to $25
may be purchased from the Van
Wyes (831-2059) or at Music Hall
Box Office. The concert benefits
the Greater Cincinnati Arts and Edu-
cation Center.

St. Thomas Starts
Flood Relief Fund

St. Thomas Church seeks contri-
butions for its Flood Relief Fund.
The contributions will be forwarded
to Inter Parish Ministry, where its
director David Meredith will over-
see its use. An outreach organiza-
tion supported by many churches
in the area, Inter Parish Ministry
was established in response to the
1964 flood.

Anyone wishing to contribute to
the Flood Relief Fund may make a
check payable to St. Thomas
Church and earmark it “flood re-
lief.” The contribution may be mailed
or brought to the church office or

nlaced in the offerina niate on Sun- 1§

MQH_E_K
H-O-M+E-+S

Custom Homes and Remodeling

B2 National Award Winning Custom Builder published
in “Professional Builder” and “Builder” Magazines

R4 Professional Company with 13 years experience
KA Architectural and Interior Design Services available

B2 Awards for Excellence - Outstanding Design and
Quality Construction

KA Integrity and Attention to Detail you deserve

511 Main Street, Milford, Ohio 45150
(513) 248-5555 Fax (513) 248-5552

Fanciful & Functional
Ceramics

Children’s Unique Handprints
On Mugs, Planters,
Pitchers, Lamps
For Mother’s Day,
Birthdays

deb carle 831-4178

OGLEANNETT BAASELE

A 19-year Terrace Park resident,
active in the community and in the A/Iariemont School District

M O R E u‘!Lu \:
than just a
Realtor —

v’ a professional
v’ a neighbor
v a friend

7203 WOOSTER PIKE. CINCINNATL. OH 452274398
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TYHALL BUILDERS, INC.
831-3966

+Qualified Remodeling, Additions & Repairs
*Custom Home Building
sHappy to do small jobs!

IFIT WAS EASY, ANYONE COULD DO IT
0
BRENT HALL
811 Wooster Pike, Terrace Park, OH 45174

PORCH ENCLOSURES ~ KITCHENS — BATHROOMS ~ DECKS -

CARPENTRY REPAIRS — SKYLIGHTS

272-0191

PAINTING - ROOM ADDITIONS - INTERIOR RENOVATIONS -

el

. INTERIORS

702 Indian Hill Road
Terrace Park
831-8382 or 831-8443

Color, Design, and Space Planning
for your Home or Office

Jean S. Kinmonth, Allied Member, ASID

Karolyn Kinmonth Young, Allied Member ASID
-7

NORTHROP INSURANCE AGENCY

TED NORTHROP

Associated with Mariemont Financial Group
Auto » Home e Busiriess e Lile

5725 Dragon Way Office: (513) 271-4080
Cincinnati, Ohio 45227 Home. (513) 831-5770

“Our life is frittered away by details...

Simplify, simplify.”
Henry David Thoreau

Simplify your next project. Let MacMillan Graphics
handle your printing, copying and mailing—all from
one convenient location, all for one low price. For over
10 years, MacMillan Graphics has provided the quality,
consistency and expertise of commercial printers and the

price, fast turnaround and flexibility of quick printers.

248-2121

1-275 at U.S. Rt. 50 in the Park 50 TechneCenter
http://www.macmillangraphics.com
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Letter To The Governor

Dear Sir:

First let me complement you on
your efforts to fund Ohio’s Head
Start Program. | applaud your vow
of January 9 to enroll every eligible
Ohio child in Head Start before you
leave office. When you came to
officein 1991 state funding for Head
Start was $18.7 million and in the
current two year budget itis $145.6
million. Thank you for your pro-
posal to spend $159.4 million on
the program in 1998-99.

You should be proud that Ohio,
with 54,645 children enrolled in 56
programs across the state, leads
the nation in Head Start programs
for pre-schoolers. Since studies,
including one done at the University
of Cincinnati by the Arlitt Child and
Family Research Center, indicate
Head Start eventually saves money
by trimming the welfare rolls, you
deserve a standing ovation. You
might, however, want to monitor
the programs alittlemore closely as
The Legislative Office of Education
Oversight staff’s report has indi-
cated “Ohiois notaleaderin ensur-
ing the quality of Head Start Pro-
grams.”

With a growing body of research
confirmingthe early childhood years
are most crucial in a child’s mentat
development, your Head Start sup-
port is most practical as is your
proposal to finance all day Kinder-
garten in Ohio's biggest cities.

Education’s share of your total
General Revenue Fund spending is
most revealing, however. Accord-
ing to Office of Budget and Man-
agement Director Greg Browning's
testimony in February before the
House Finance and Appropriations
Committee education’s share ofthe
proposed biennial budget grows to
23.7% of total GRF spending.

Do you remember your proposal
(Ihesitateto callita campaign prom-
ise) in the fall of 19907 You pro-
posed increasing state aid to public
schools from 27% to 30% of the
total state general fund expendi-
tures by 19947 Education’s share
of the Ohio budget is currently the
lowest in 30 years.

Accordingtothe Legislative Bud-
get Office analysis of the General
Revenue Fund, the Local Govern-
ments Fund and lottery disburse-
ments from 1975 to 1995, educa-
tion was not anyone’s political pri-
ority. In those 20 years the educa-
tion budget increased at an annual

Teen Response, Inc.
Presents
"Success Through Challenges"
Featuring
Police Chief Bob Bacon
Tuesday, May 20th.
Seminar registration: 6:45pm
Seminar begins 7:15 pm
Oakley Masonic Lodge

871-5222ext. #1

average of 7.1%, and the correc-
tions budget at12.9%, while the
Consumer Price Index averaged a
5.4% increase. As a percentage of
the state budget over the same
period educationdecreased 21.5%
while corrections increased 125%.

Ohio’s politicians refuse to throw
good money after bad. They talk
about high school graduation rates
but|never hear them basing invest-
mentin prisons on recidivism rates.
Anddidn’tthe1993 Lucasville prison
riot cost Ohio taxpayers $68.6 mil-
lion, including $4.1 million for the
nonrioting prisoners? Prison dol-
lars just keep growing, without any
demands for prison performance.
According to its June 17-23, 1996
issue the Cincinnati Business Cou-
rier ‘s analysis of the 1994 U.S.
Census Bureau data ranks Ohio 22
in the nation in per capita spending
on its penal system. Ohio ranks
41st in the nation, however, in edu-
cation spending per capita at $799,
far behind Kentucky’s 15th place
with $1,005 per capita.

Now, to get alittle personal, let’s
talk about the documentary “Chil-
dren in America’s Schools”, which
first aired on PBS Sept. 13, 1996.
The documentary was to cover edu-
cation inequities nationwide, but
Ohio became the focus after the
producers saw the state of our
schools. Bill Moyers, in fact, mod-
erated astatewidetown meetingon
education Sept. 7. You declined
their invitation to participate. Ac-
cording to the Dec. 29, 1996 issue
of The Akron Beacon Journal you
also declined all year to be inter-
viewed by them about education.

We have heard from you since
the Supreme Court shocked you
with its 4-3 decision finding Ohio
schools unconstitutional. Maybe
you should have maintained your
silence. Whining thatthe court over-
stepped its bounds in telling the
legislature how to finance schools
and then complaining that the court
didn’t explain how it was to be done
is not good PR prep for your up-
coming Senatorial race.

You have been given the oppor-
tunity of the century. The Beacon
Journal reported, “Most of the 132
members of the Ohio General As-
sembly, in an anonymous survey,
said they aren’t sure the legislature
can fix school funding problems
without a court order.” You’'ve got
the order. Now you can really im-
provethe education of Ohio’s schoo!
children and, if necessary, blame
the court for any tax increases.

Ohio voters in 1998 will remem-
ber how you meet the court’s chal-
lenge. Voinovich, the education
governor... is that to be fact or fan-
tasy ? It's time for you to choose.
Respectfully,

Ricki Schmidt

- Why Press Appears

Anti-Public School ?

Wondering why the local press
appears to be anti-public schools, |
decided to ask where the members
of the editorial boards of The Cin-
cinnati Enquirer and The Post went
to elementary and secondary
schools and where their children
are educated.

Since the board members are
listed on The Enquirer's editorial
pageicalled eachindividually. They
were both receptive and open with
their educational backgrounds,
which by and large were mixed.
Some went to public schools while
their children attend parochial
schools. Some even have one child
in public school and one in private.

Since The Post’s board mem-
bers are not listed in the paper, |
started with Editorial Page Editor
Bob White. He faxed me only the
names of the members of The Post
editorial board, adding “Asto where
we and our kids attend(ed) school,
we’ve concluded that if we're going
to offer that up it would be more
appropriate to do it on our own
pages.”

Panelmembers appointedto the
governor’'s Task Force on School
Funding, whichis charged with pro-
posing changes to Ohio’s school
funding, have varied backgrounds.
Gov. George Voinovich went to
parochial grade school and public
high school, while his children did
the opposite, attending public el-
ementary school and parochial high
school. Senate President Richard
Finan was educated in parochial
schools as were his children. The
remaining five members of the Task
Force, including House Speaker
JoAnn Davidson were educated in
public schools as are their children.

levenwondered about the mem-
bers of the House and Senate edu-
cation committees. There again
school attendance was mixed, with
a majority going to public schools.
The only surprise there was the
number of education committee
members that did not have chil-
dren.

The Village Views editor? I'm a
mixed bag. | wentto parochial grade
school and public high school and
my children have gone to all sorts of
schools. They started in private
schoolsin England, which are called
public. They then went to Mariemont
schools until we moved to Venezu-
ela, where they attended a private
international school, where | served
as president. Returning to the U.S.
one child went to private school.

Improve Your Soccer
Skills,

Get Ready for Fall
Season at
Jack Herman’s
Soccer Camp
June 23-27
6-9p.m.
Drackett Field
Call Theresa Bain
For Applications
831-2032

$2.00 off
AVON

Skin So

Soft Plus

Dianne Donnelly

831-7586

Offer expires 5/15/97



You Didn’t Read This In The Enquirer

Where does a resident of Southern Ohio, the bastion of conservatism,
go for the facts about education? The Governor’s facts on education are
easily accessed in The Cincinnati Enquirer.

In addition to the news reports you find a fount of facts on the op ed
pages. On April 9 Enquirer Associate Editor Peter Bronson asked Ohio’s
leading gubernatorial candidates,”Ohio now spends about $3,500 per
student (state only); so exactly how much more is needed to make all
schools adeguate and equal?” Well, Peter, since the state of Ohio actually
spent only $2,488 per student (state only), exactly $1,012 or 40% more is
needed. Your mythical figure of $3,500 is the Foundation Formula amount
the state guaranties a school district will get for each student when local
moneys and state aid are added together.

Reading his editorial, | pounded my fist on the kitchen table in irritation
and then used my bruised hand to dial The Enquirer. | got editorial writer
Linda Cagnetti and questioned the accuracy, really the inaccuracy, of the
figure often used as the basis for The Enquirer’s argument that the state
ismorethan generous. Much oftheirinformation, she said, comes from the
Governor’s office. | told her | got mine from Assistant Director Jim Payton
and Daria Shams in the Office of Policy Research and Analysis at the State
Department of Education. She had never heard of them, but | offered to
bring her a copy of their Simulation Unit: “Breakdown of Revenue By

Technology

Ohio ranks fifth from the bot-
tom among the 50 states in stu-
dent access to multimedia com-
puters. .

In “ wild and wonderful” West
Virginia, wheretwo-thirds of pub-
lic school children have new or
remodeled classrooms, all Kin-
dergarten through sixth grades
have a minimum of four comput-
ers.

Ohio, whose $500 million
state funded technology pro-
gram began in 1994-95, only in-
cludes K-4. Just one third of the
program dollars have been
spent, partly because many of
Ohio’s schools lack the modern
wiring computers require. More
than50% of Ohio’s school build-

Source for Ohio Public School Districts, FY96.”

The good news is she was very interested in seeing more information.
Maybe we can blame their blatant errors on misinformation and not a
dastard attempt to intentionally mislead the public. Ah, the irony... the
ignorant leading the discussion on education.

The Akron Beacon Journal’s look at Ohio educationinits Dec. 29, 1996
issue painted a less rosy picture than The Enquirer’s editors. The Journal

reported:

- “Today, Ohio labors under some of the lowest academic standards in
the country, its teachers are less educated than the national average, and
each of its neighbors - West Virginia, Kentucky, Indiana, Michigan and
Pennsylvania - spends more per pupil to educate its public school
children. Five years ago, only Pennsylvania spent more.”

- “And in the 1995-96 school year, the lowest spending West Virginia
district spent about $5,220 on each student. More than half of Ohio’s

school districts spent less.”

- “Since 1989, Ohio has spent about $400 million in state money on
school building assistance, compared with $800 million spent in West
Virginia. Ohio has six times as many schoolchildren.”

-1In 1989-90 total local and state spending averaged $5,325 per student
in Ohio while Kentucky spent $4,387. By 1995-96 Ohio had increased its
per pupil spending only $8% to $5,749 while Kentucky increased 36% to

$5,972.

- “Over the last decade, 100 of the state’s 611 public school districts

have effectively gone bankrupt.”

-“Inthe 1993-94 school year, 500 school districts did not have enough
money to cover expenses, and 100 districts had less money - after
inflation-to spend per pupil than they did ten years earlier.”

Ohio Tops Nation
In Building Needs,
Private School Aid

Ohio led the nation inthe GAO
studies revealing $112 billion is
needed to repair America’s school
buildings. A 1990 study commis-
sioned by the Ohio Board of Educa-
tion found $10.3 billion in problems
with the state’s school buildings.
The legislature’s solution after a
decade of warnings that buildings
were in serious disrepair was to
exempt schools fromthe most strin-
gentparts of the state building code.
That cost a lot less money than
fixing them.

Thelegislature, however, has not
been so reticent in the private sec-
tor. Ohio spends more public dol-
lars on private education than any
other state. In fact, several local
suburban schools receive less in
state formula funding per student
than private schools located in their
district get per student from the
state.

According to information sup-
plied by George H. Phillips, the Area
Coordinator for the Department of
Education, for the 1996 school year
Cincinnati Country Day School re-
ceived $515.42 from the state for
each student, including $365.42 for
auxiliary services and $150 for ad-
ministrative costs. Inthe same year,
the Indian Hill School District re-
ceived $326 in foundation formula
funding for each student. Sycamore
Schools got $266 per student in
state funds while each student at
Moeller and Ursuline Academy re-
ceived $515.42 from the state.

Department of Education Assis-
tant Director for public and non
public funding Dave Hauff reported
$131,701,150.42 was spent by the
state of Ohio in 1996 on 232,201
non-public students. Transportation
costs were $16,378,941 for an av-
erage of $70.54 per student, which
could beaddedtothe $515.42 spent
for each student at Country Day,

RAAAlAar Ared | loms o on

ing are not ready for computers
and networks.

In Jan., 1996 the Mariemont
school district was eligible for
$120,082.63 in the School Net
Program. The second year, with
little explanation or fanfare, the
state reduced Mariemont’s
School Net payment to
$6,213.98 and after July, 1997
Mariemont will have access to
$5,178.31 School Net funds.

America has been the
land of opportunity with
economic class mobil-
ity because of its public
schools. Theyare worth
saving. Hopefully this
Village Views can help
us seriously consider
Ohio schools, and their
future.

Ricki Schmidt

Pogo Knows: The Enemy Is Us

Pogo must have studied the public education system in Ohio long and
hard when he said, “We have met the enemy and he is us.”

Parents, politicians, press, teachers, administrators, business leaders,
and yes, even students are all part of the problem facing Ohio’s public
schools.,

Parents fled the inner cities for the suburbs in droves. The “me culture”
of the ‘80’s reinforced parents rationalizing, “I'll take care of MY CHILD,
yours is not my problem,” or “I’m paying tuition to educate my child, why
should | vote for YOUR tax levy. “

Politicians, who recognized taxation as the work of the devil, were
reluctant to ask citizens to part with their cash. Ohio’s elected officials
preferring crisis management to leadership, introduced the sales tax in
1934 only after the school system had been devastated by the Depres-
sion. Then in 1971 to stem the tide of schools closing in bankruptcy they
agreed to establish the personal income tax. Somehow, what was
established in the holy name of education always found its way into the
lobbyists’ trough. Education’s share of both sales and income taxes
consistently declines year after year.

The press, vehemently condemning pouring good money after bad,
paints such bleak pictures of Ohio’s schools they couldn’t be worth saving,
certainly not worth raising taxes. This painting by the press is done in such
broad strokes you’d think there is not one decent public school in the entire
state. There are known enemies, according to the press. Teachers, even
the ones who spend their own money to buy materials and supplies for
their students, are the bottom feeders in the food chain.

These teachers, especially those organized in unions, sometimes
appear to have only one goal, the maintenance of the status quo.
Capitalists tend to distrust anyone who doesn’t want to be judged and
subsequently paid on the basis of merit. The better the work the better the
pay, it's the American way.

As the numbers of students decreased, administrators increased by
convincing the public that schools needed scientific management, which
required the exclusion of parents. The first step was to eliminate commu-
nication, which was quickly accomplished by replacing English with
“educationaleeze.” Administrators saw parents as taxpayers, not partners
in education.

The business leaders were willing to serve on commission after com-
mission, trying to solve the problems of education, while managing to
reduce the business share of Ohio’s tax bill from 55% to 45%. These same
leaders remind parents, teachers and administrators of their proper rolls
in education while securing millions of dollars in tax abatements for their
corporations.

Students are not to be ignored in this mess. They bring more baggage
to school than ever before. Some in the inner cities come to school from
homes that may have hunger and violence, but not much hope. Those in
the suburbs are not problem free, as alcohol and drug abuse escalate. -

Looks like we're all in the same boat; we're all guilty. Since we’re all in
this boat together, maybe it's time to stop wailing and start bailing. We
could begin by turning this debate about public schools into a dialogue.
You know, that's where you exchange ideas and opinions with a view to

reaching an amicable agreement. Public schools play a vital role in

maintaining a healthy democracy; they are worth saving.
In public schools, it appears, as Pogo suggested, that we are the
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BABY GRAND PIANO NORDLOH & ASSOCIATES, INC,
FOR SALE: Red Surveying & Mapping
walnut, 5’8" Petrof,

1991. Excellent Lee C. Nordloh, P.S., President
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$150 831-5188
A Good Starter Set
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on Lake Huron
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$500/wk June-Sept.
831-5284

Business and Real Estate
Mariemont Exec. Bldg., Suite 215
3814 West St.

Insurance

&
Financial Planning
Since 1888

LIVETHECOWBOY WAY!

Try aWyoming adventure fora
change... horsebackride, float
or fish, explore a ghost town,
chase cattle, try a littie
rodeoin’, kick back in a
swimmin' hole, reclaim your
soulin the high plains this sum-
mer!Experience the Real West
at Early Guest Ranch... where
the way it was is the way itis.
(800) 532-4055. TP references
available.
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